Experimental work with isoxuprine for prevention of skin flap necrosis and for treatment of the failing flap.
The administration of isoxuprine intraperitoneally resulted in the complete survival of abdominal island skin flaps in rats that otherwise underwent a standard pattern of necrosis. The drug was effective when administered for two weeks before and one week after raising the flap, or when administered afterwards alone. The mechanisms of its action were investigated and are described.